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Services to the Blind and Physically Handicapped  
 
Through a combination of state and LSTA funding, 
the Regional Libraries for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped located in Cleveland and Cincinnati 
provide talking book reading materials.  The State 
Library of Ohio and 65 local libraries and social 
service agencies also provide essential services for 
the program.  These sublending agencies participate 
in the talking book program by signing up eligible 
citizens, providing them with equipment and teaching 
them how to use it, and by acting as a local source 
for information and assistance. 
 
The following sublending agencies serve the 18th 
District:  
 

SEO Library Center 
Caldwell, Ohio  
Phone: (740) 783-5705 
Counties Served -   
Monroe, Morgan, Noble, Perry 
 

Logan-Hocking County District Library  
Logan, Ohio  
Phone: (740) 385-2348 
Counties Served - Hocking 
 

Chillicothe & Ross County Public Library  
Chillicothe, Ohio  
Phone:  (740) 702-4111 
Counties Served - Jackson, Ross, Vinton 
 

Guernsey County District Public Library  
Cambridge, Ohio  
Phone: (740) 432-5946 
Counties Served - Guernsey 
 

Coshocton Public Library 
Coshocton, Ohio  

Phone: (740) 622-0956 
Counties Served - Coshocton 
 

Philomatheon Society of the Blind 
Canton, Ohio  
Phone:  (330) 453-9157 
Counties Served - Carroll, Stark, Harrison, 
Tuscarawas, Holmes 
 

Public Library of Mt. Vernon & Knox Co.  
Mt. Vernon, Ohio  
Phone: (740) 392-2665 
Counties Served - Knox 
 

Muskingum County Library System  
Zanesville, Ohio  
Phone: (740) 453-0391 
Counties Served - Muskingum 
 

2009 LSTA Grants in District 18 

 

North Central Ohio Computer Cooperative 
(NCOCC), $141,587 to automate 35 school media 
centers in nine districts across the state.  Six 
Instructional Technology Centers (ITC) are 
collaborating on this project.  All libraries 
participating will be joining the INFOhio SirsiDynix 
automation system.   

 
Instructional Technology Services of Central 
Ohio (ITSCO), $24,000 and $103,164 respectively 

for the development of the Literature Lounge Phase 
II and Phase III. These projects broaden a pilot 
project originally undertaken between ITSCO, 
Worthington Libraries and Worthington School 
District. Library staff created and broadcast content 
to teachers who wanted more age-appropriate 
language arts content. Phase II expanded the project 
by creating a professional development model to 
provide outreach to additional schools and public 
libraries. Book Talks introduce and review 
noteworthy books for students and provide teachers 
with the skills to incorporate emerging technologies 
into the creation of fun and interesting book studies. 
The project is now reaching additional areas of the 



state and is being further expanded through phase III 
to other public libraries and school districts in the 
ITSCO region and eventually to an even broader 
audience. 

 
Kate Love Simpson Morgan Co. Library, $15,021, 
for the “Books of Our Own” project. This project 
will allow the library to expand its early literacy 
program which currently makes seven preschool 
visits per month. Additional materials will be 
purchased for the library collection as well as the 
outreach program. AWE early literacy workstation 
will be purchased for the library and two laptop 
computers will be purchased for the outreach 
program.  
 
Licking Valley Local School District, $7,268 for a 
Choose to Read Ohio grant featuring: Copper Sun by 
Sharon Draper. Four titles by Sharon Draper have 
been selected for summer reading assignments with 
one title to be assigned for each grade. Cross-
curricular activities will be initiated at the beginning 
of the school year, including an author visit, 
presentations by local historical groups, a writing 
contest and other student contests that connect the 
summer reading titles to the curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Licking Valley School District, $3,307, to better 
serve the needs of special education students. The 
library media center will create an audio book 
collection that can easily be uploaded to an iPod or 
MP3 player. The new collection will provide special 
education students accessibility to titles in a format 
that will assist them in reaching their learning 
potential. 
 

Chillicothe and Ross County Public Library, 
$555, for the purchase of 2 VictorReader Stream 
machines to be made available to patrons of the 
Library’s Special Services Department.  
 

knowitnow.org 
received 6,698 visits from residents of the counties 
in the 18th district in 2009. KnowItNow is a live 
online information service provided free of charge 
for the citizens of Ohio by the State Library of Ohio 
and local public libraries through an LSTA grant. 
Professional librarians are available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week to answer reference questions and 
assist people in finding information.   

 



 

 
E-Rate Discounts 

 
The tenth round of E-Rate funding under the Telecommunications Act of 1996, has provided substantial 
telecommunications discounts to many individual libraries across the state.  In addition, the Ohio Public Library 
Information Network (OPLIN), connecting all 251 public libraries in Ohio, has received a funding year 2009 
commitment of $1,638,198.31.  The following libraries in the 18th District received a funding year 2009 
commitment: 
 
 

Library City Total E-Rate Funding Commitment 

Bowerston Public Library Bowerston $1,932.00 

Chillicothe and Ross County Public Library Chillicothe $18,599.89 

Coshocton Public Library Coshocton $5,717.42 

Granville Public Library Granville $3,081.60 

Guernsey County District Public Library Cambridge $13,680.00 

Holmes County District Public Library Millersburg $19,554.00 

Jackson City Library Jackson $3,099.60 

Kate Love Simpson-Morgan County Library McConnelsville $8,419.20 

Logan-Hocking County District Library Logan $3,946.56 

Minerva Public Library Minerva $2,005.20 

Muskingum County Library System Zanesville $33,417.17 

Oak Hill Public Library Oak Hill $1,536.00 

Public Library Of Mt Vernon and Knox County Mt. Vernon $15,456.42 

Puskarich Public Library Cadiz $13,686.14 

SERLS Wellston $1,473.31 

St. Clairsville Public Library St. Clairsville $1,278.50 

Sylvester Memorial Wellston Public Library Wellston $654.11 

Tuscarawas County Public Library New Philadelphia $1,111.85 

TOTAL   $148,648.97 
 


