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The vis ion of the State Library of Ohio is a Smarter Ohio where every Ohioan can access the necessary resources to be engaged  citizens, 

excel at their jobs, participate in the workforce, and pursue their passions and interests.  

 

Through a network of cooperating libraries, 

the National Library Service (NLS) for the 

Blind and Physically Handicapped of the 

Library of Congress provides free access to 

braille and recorded books and magazines 

to eligible adults and children.  The Ohio 

Library for the Blind and Physically Disabled 

(OLBPD) of the Cleveland Public Library is 

part of the NLS network providing service to 

Ohioans in cooperation with the State 

Library of Ohio Talking Book Program. 
 

Any Ohio resident or Ohioan living abroad 

who is unable to read or use standard print 

materials as a result of a temporary or 

permanent visual, physical, or neurological 

(e.g. dyslexia, etc.) limitation is eligible to 

receive service.  Interested parties may 

request an application from the Ohio Library 

for the Blind & Physically Disabled, the State 

Library of Ohio, as well as most public 

libraries.   
 

 

Books & Information Access Belong to Everyone  

Are you providing services to the blind and 

physically disabled at your agency? The 

State Library helps to offer a great resource 

to better serve these Ohioans: the Talking 

Book Program. 
 

The Talking Book Program provides free 

recorded books, magazines and playback 

equipment to over 14,000 eligible blind, 

visually impaired, physically handicapped, 

and reading disabled Ohio residents. 
 

The State Library of Ohio Talking Book 

Program coordinates the Ohio program and 

serves as the machine lending agency for 

the state.  To help in this effort, the State 

Library has over 60 machine sublending 

agencies, local public libraries or social 

service organizations to loan the machines to 

eligible citizens in their areas.  A network of 

volunteer repair persons work with the staff of 

the Talking Book Program to keep the 

equipment repaired.  
 

The Ohio Library for the Blind and Physically 

Disabled located at the Cleveland Public 

Library supplies the books and magazines. 
 

Like the services available from your local 

public library, services for the blind and 

physically disabled have no user fees. The 

Talking Book program is funded jointly by 

federal, state and local tax dollars. All 

materials are loaned to readers at no 

charge. No postage is necessary to mail 

library materials.  All items are mailed through 

the USPS Free Matter for the Blind program. 

 

For additional information about the Talking 

Book Program and the services available to 

the blind and physically disabled through the 

State Library, call (614)644–6895 or visit 

www.library.ohio.gov/PCS/tlk_bk.  

eBooks 

Available in the Ohio eBook Project 

 

Applications are also available through the 

OLBPD website at  http://olbpd.cpl.org.  

Tracy Grimm, State Library of Ohio (left) and Will 

Reed, Ohio Library for the Blind  (right) distributing 

new digital talking book machine covers to 

students at the Ohio School for the Blind. Will also 

provided the students with flash drives from OLBPD 

so they could use them to download from BARD 

(Braille and Audio Reading Download). 
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Between October 7 - 13, 2012, libraries across Ohio were 

encouraged to pick a day to collect photographs, stories, 

information, and comments to show what takes place in the 

library on a typical day.  Participating libraries uploaded photos 

and video to a Ohio Library Snapshot Day 2012 Flickr group. 

 

Library patrons were asked why the library is important to them. 

The following are some quotes from Ohio Library for the Blind 

patrons for both 2012 and 2011.   

"Without Talking books, I would not know what I 
would with my free time.  It is one of the best 
things in my life." 

"Thank you, Thank you, Thank you.  I fear that 
in these economic times there may be cut-
backs.  Let us know how to prevent this.  P.S. I 
am a 2nd generation user.  My mother also had 
macular degeneration." 

"Thank you for making several 
books available at one time, it 
does make holidays so much 
more enjoyable.  We 
appreciate you very much." 

"Thank you for this service, 
your books help my Mom and 
me share conversation and 
time together." 

"It is a wonderful service for people who cannot 
read.  The new digital machine is even better 
than the cassette.  Good work." 

"Thanks so much to the Library for the wonderful 
service to me.  I very seldom order reading materials, 
and you sent me a digital player and books right away.  
Thanks again-Your service is great!" 

2012 

2011 

To learn more about Snapshot Day: A Day in the Life of Ohio Libraries visit our website at: 

http://library.ohio.gov/snapshotday 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/1922406@N25/

