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There are worse crimes than burning books — one of them is not reading them. ~ Ray Bradbury 
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QA76.9N38B35 2011 
“Final Jeopardy: Man 
vs. Machine and the 
Quest to Know 
Everything” by 
Stephen Baker. 
 
 

 

RA448.5N4N45 2011 
“Body and Soul: the 
Black Panther Party 
and the Fight against 
Medical 
Discrimination” by 
Alondra Nelson. 
 
 

LC146.6R86 2011 
“Dropping out: why 
Students Drop out of 
High School and what 
can be Done about 
it” by Russell 
Rumberger. 
 
 

 
HV530L87 2011 
“Toxic Charity: how 
Churches and 
Charities Hurt those 
they Help (and how to 
Reverse it)” by Robert 
Lupton. 
 
 

 
HV7432S78 2011 
“The Collapse of 
American Criminal 
Justice” by William 
Stuntz. 

 
 
RC569.5M8N38 2011 
“Sybil Exposed: the 
Extraordinary Story 
Behind the Famous 
Multiple Personality 
Case” by Debbie 
Nathan. 
 

HD5325A4252 1981 M38 2011 
“Collision Course: Ronald 
Reagan, the Air Traffic 
Controllers, and the 
Strike that Changed 
America” by Joseph 
McCartin. 

One of the complaints that librarians often hear is that we 
use terms that are unfriendly to you, our customers. You 
might call it library-speak. We try to stay aware of this and to 
avoid it whenever possible, but sometimes it’s difficult to 
come up with better names for what we do and have. Here 
is a list of some library terms with friendlier explanations: 
 

Catalog – Some still spell it catalogue, but it is best explained 
as a well-planned list of what we have in the library for you to 
use.  That includes books, magazines (we of course like to call those “journals” or 
“periodicals”), maps, videos, posters and sometimes a lot of other things. Many of you 
remember (some fondly) when catalogs were wooden cabinets full of cards – we don’t 
miss those days. Some libraries use other names for their catalogs – Columbus State 
Community College calls theirs the CSLink. 
 

Call Numbers – to most of you this brings to mind the Dewey Decimal System, named 
after Melvil  (not Thomas) Dewey, but there are certainly others. Here at the State Library 
we have four different call number systems depending on the item. 
 

Except for “government documents” (see below), most of our circulating books and all of 
our reference (non-circulating) books use the Library of Congress (LC) system (the 
numbers begin with one or two letters – L is education, R is medicine, etc.), which you will 
find in most college and university libraries. These are definitely not to be confused with 
Library of Congress Control Numbers (LCCN), so we’ll mercifully just skip those. 
 

Some of our older circulating books still use the good old Dewey Decimal System, like 
most public libraries have. Someday, but not soon, all of those items will be switched over 
to Library of Congress call numbers, thus avoiding a lot of confusion. 
 

Government Documents – doesn’t this make it sound like we have actual gold-trimmed 
constitutions, treaties and trade agreements here? For the most part, what we do have 
are publications done by the state of Ohio and by the Federal government. Those other 
things you will usually find in archives – very protected and usually not very friendly 
institutions. Our Ohio publications have their own call number (see above) system and 
Federal government publications have their own. 
 

Databases – with the arrival of computerization in the library world, this somewhat 
misleading term crept into frequent usage to describe material provided electronically 
that is beyond what is in library catalogs (see above). Most of the “databases” that we 
provide are actually just online collections of journal/magazine/periodical articles and/or 
citations (basic finding information) for them. 
 

That’s it for now. Maybe next time we’ll get into some more exotic library number terms 
like OCLC, ISBN, ISSN and SuDoc. We promise that they are a lot friendlier than they 
sound! 

Here’s a Friendly List of Library Terms 
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Click here to see lists of items that we added to our collection in December.  
Or, go to www.library.ohio.gov/Marketing/Residents/RecentAdditionstoCollection//SLOBooksDec011 

 New Books for 2011 
 

During this past year, the State Library has 
added 327 recently published new books to 
our circulating collection (http://
library.ohio.gov/Marketing/Residents/RecentAdditionstoCollection/SLOBooks2011). Of 
those, about 260 are on topics of interest to state agencies. The rest pertain to library 
science. 
 

Our circulating books are included in the OhioLINK Central Catalog and can be easily 
borrowed by all OhioLINK members. In turn, state employees have easy access to many 
hundreds of additional new books through OhioLINK. All that is required is a State Library 
card, which can be obtained on our website http://library.ohio.gov/PCS/GetACard or 
by calling our Circulation desk at 614-644-6950. 
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