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A good library is a place, a palace where the lofty sprits of all nations and generations meet.
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Beginning April 28, the State Library will add to its website a feature designed to make it
easier for you find and order library material. Known as WorldCat Local, you will see it as a
search box in the upper center of our home page www.library.ohio.gov . This feature
does not replace our catalog or the OhiolINK Central Catalog, but will work in
conjunction with them.

What is it?

In a nutshell: a WorldCat Local search will point you to library material on any given
subject (or keyword) and by any author or fitle based upon a set priority of libraries. If left
on the Libraries Worldwide (WorldCat) setfting, the system will show results in this order — the
State Library, OhiolINK libraries, and (if none are in either of those) other Ohio libraries,
and then libraries beyond Ohio.

Advantage: Your usual method of finding material through us has been to search our
catalog, then OhiolINK and then WorldCat to see what other libraries have your material.
World Cat Local now does that in one easy search.

WorldCat Local will also find some journal articles. You will get links to existing electronic
versions of the articles, and will be told what libraries have the journal in print. Be aware
that, even though we have the journal, the State Library will not always have the cited
date of ajournal in print, but we will quickly get the article for you from other sources.
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How to use it Points to Remember

In the search box, you need not specify
whether the word(s) you enter represent a
subject, author or fitle (remember that it
never hurts to put a phrase in quotation
marks). However, there is an Advanced
Search (click on the link o get that
screen) that allows you to pick your field(s)
for your word(s). It also allows you to
specify dafes, language and format
(books, tapes, DVDs, etc.).

You do not need to register or sign in just
to look for information and request it.
Registration is only necessary if you
want to use some of the features such
as writing book reviews, creating
tables of contents, and making lists.

Initially, some items will show up in your
search results as being held by the
State Library when we do not actually
have them. This problem is in the

The State Library is rich in resources and we are process of being corrected.

always looking for ways to assist our users in locating

relevant resources. But as rich as our collection is
and as beneficial as our membership in OhioLINK is,
we know that we cannot possibly own

everything. With WorldCat Local, a user’s search

does not end with our collection but rather expands to

include libraries worldwide through WorldCat. It is
our hope that our users will find WorldCat Local as
easy to use as Google but with more focused and
authenticated results being returned to them.

State Librarian Jo Budler

Initially, any catalog item that you order
through WorldCat Local is being
ordered through the OhiolINK Central
Catalog. You will be asked fo identify
your OhioLINK institution (State Library)
before entering your name and card
number (last nine digits).
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